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relation to productive characters and some at least of them
can be faked.
Yet, on the whole, shows play an important role in empha-
sising the results of, and the need for, good husbandry, and
this educative function is the more valuable in regions where
the general standards of the stock and of its husbandry are
low. In this respect they have proved a useful method in
stock amelioration which cannot be severely criticised, even
when its limitations are recognised. Allowance must also
be made for the fact that any flexibility in interpretation of
a show standard does enable show requirements to be
adjusted or adapted to give greater weight to production,
but how far this is achieved depends largely upon the
extent to which production is measurable by objective means,
as in the introduction of milk or butter-fat yield classes for
dairy cattle.
The development of more objective tests of performance
has been the most important single factor in stock improve-
ment. But there is still much scope for improvement in the
tests and in their wider application. The idea of setting up a
yardstick against which performance can be measured is not
a new one ; it is expressed to some extent whenever an " ideal "
is established. But the yardstick only becomes of real use
when it incorporates some factual basis for estimating per-
formance, and its worth increases as it becomes more precise*
Ellman of Glynde set a standard for his improved Southdowns
by noting the differences in price, charged by the local butchers,
between legs and loins, neck, and breast of mutton, and, having
seen the advantage of a type with hindquarters heavier than
forequarters, recorded the weights of the quarters and the
various joints in the carcass (Lloyd, 1933). He was thus one
of the early users of the carcass measurement method of judging
meat type.
Performance for meat production can be measured in
various ways on the carcass, and carcass competitions have
beconte popular. As usually conducted, however, they suffer
from some disadvantages, especially in that they refer to
relatively few and not necessarily typical animals, and these
animals are, of course, dead when judged. Also they depend
largely upon differences as assessed by judges. Greater